Supporting individuals and their families living with a disability.

INTRODUCTION

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

To empower individuals living

To create and build a network

with disability and their families

of flexible services that will

and provide them with the

provide, from one accessible

support they need to achieve a

location, information, assistance,

happy and fulfilled life.

support, resources and
programs in a safe and happy
living and learning environment

OUR VALUES
• Promote and respect people with
disabilities, their families and carers
by supporting and encouraging them
to be active in the planning and
delivery of their services.
• Commitment to working with those who
use Sunshine Butterflies’ services by
continuously evaluating programs and
options in order to ensure that the services
are meeting individual and family needs.
• Actively support people with disabilities
in promoting health, well-being,
independence, valued status, inclusion
and quality of life.
• Sunshine Butterflies will always be
accountable for their actions, and act
with transparency, and integrity.
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to individuals and families living
with disability.

WE LISTEN.
WE CREATE.
WE DELIVER.
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Sunshine Butterflies
Sunshine Butterflies is a registered charity and not-for-profit
organisation founded to support and improve the
lives of people with disabilities and their families.
Sunshine Butterflies, your local disability support charity,
was founded by someone touched by disability, to support
and improve the lives of people living with a disability
and their families.

LEANNE WALSH
Founder & CEO

Founded in 2010, the Sunshine Butterflies journey began
when Leanne Walsh and her husband Damien’s son Curtis
was born 13 weeks premature in 1995 with Cerebral Palsy.
Through Leanne’s experience, passion and dedication,
the Sunshine Butterflies vision and ethos is to provide a
better future for people with disabilities, and to empower
families by providing a supportive and inclusive butterfly ‘family’
to achieve families goals for a happy, fulfilled life.
Sunshine Butterflies, offers a ‘one-stop-shop’ for disability support services,
at ‘Our Backyard’ their purpose-built facility located on 5 acres in the Noosa
countryside.
We provide a range of educational and recreational disability support services
including: sporting and recreational programs, wellbeing and therapy services,
plus vital life skills programs.
We also offer families Respite and assistance with NDIS Advice and Planning.

Your loved ones will be well looked after by qualified, caring and
experienced support staff at Sunshine Butterflies.
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Dreams really can become reality...
at Sunshine Butterflies!

ABOUT OUR BACKYARD

Welcome to 'Our Backyard '
‘Our Backyard’, home of Sunshine Butterflies, is a
5 acre learning, respite, education and recreational
facility in the Noosa countryside that provides
life skills, plus recreational and learning opportunities
to people of all abilities.
Located in the beautiful natural bushland at 468
McKinnon Drive Cooroibah, ‘Our Backyard’ is just
5 minutes from Tewantin/Noosa, bringing everyone
together in one accessible place to access all of our
programs, activities, supports and services.
With beautifully landscaped grounds, featuring rolling
green lawns, garden beds filled with herbs, veggies,
salads and a variety of fruit trees and native shrubs.
‘Our Backyard’ is also home to numerous friendly
Therapy Animals that include; Cows, a Goat, several
Sheep, Jimmy the Donkey, Ducks, Chickens, Geese,
Guinea Fowl, Birds, Peacocks, miniature Ponies, Horse,
3 dogs and Rosie the cat.
These furry and feathered friends help us deliver
our Therapeutic Animal Enrichment Sessions and
‘Farmability’ animal care program.
Facilities for everyone to enjoy include; an Activity
Hub, Adventure Playground, Accessible Tree House,
Training and Education Room, Early Intervention
Room, Creative Spaces, Therapy Rooms, Meeting
Rooms, Accessible Pool, beautifully landscaped
grounds, lush gardens and rolling lawns.
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OUR SERVICES

Educational and Recreational Day Programs
Check out the activities we currently offer. As new spaces are created,
exciting initiatives will continue to be developed. Download our current
seasonal Activities Program from our website.
‘Our Backyard’ brings people together from a wide range of backgrounds and
abilities, and is fully-inclusive for our community members to enjoy.
We offer a diverse range of day programs, from 9am to 3pm.
There is something for everyone!

'KISS MY ART'
Choose to either join
a structured class
or group project, or
develop your own
area of interest and focus on your individual
creative goals. Activities include mosaics,
textiles, sculpture, painting, drawing, craft,
sewing, jewellery making, photography, tie
dying, weaving and farm art… just to name
a few! Lots of choice to get those creative
juices flowing with new arty crafty ideas
being added all the time.

'ROCKABILITY'
A weekly program
coordinated by
local professional
musicians, that offers
a platform to enjoy
and create music
together. You can
learn an instrument
or just express yourself
through singing, dance and movement.
*Programs are seasonal and subject to change without notice
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OUR SERVICES

'CHIPPIE'S CORNER'
Provides opportunities to
design, create and construct
wood products. You will be
guided step-by-step through
each project to help you
learn new skills and techniques. Items made or
restored include wooden chopping boards, surf
board, trays, garden and homewares, art and
ornaments, as well as recycled pallet furniture.  
Guys and Gals – grab your hammers!

'OUR FARMYARD
COOKING SCHOOL'
Would you like to learn to cook easy
healthy nutritional meals and enjoy
delicious food while socialising with
friends? We cover all aspects of food
preparation, including menu planning, learning how to
follow recipes, safe food handling, correct measurement
reading, cooking times and table setting. Pick ingredients
from our raised garden beds and hydroponic greenhouse.
Learn how food grows and where your food comes from.

'DRAMA KINGS & QUEENS'
A fun musical and drama
program, where you can learn
to sing and perform under the
expertise of our enthusiastic
and experienced Music Theatre
teacher. This program is for
individuals who have little or
no experience but have always
wanted to sing or just love dressing up
and being on stage!!
Come along and let your inner star shine!
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OUR SERVICES

'SOCIAL BUTTERFLIES'

Join us each Thursday for all that Noosa has to
offer and the great outdoors. Enjoy socialising
by the Noosa River with your friends for a
Picnic, BBQ, Fishing, Boating, Music, Games
and much more! Socialise with your friends in
a relaxed environment and enjoy our beautiful
natural surroundings.

'ALL SPORTS'

Get fit with friends, while enjoying a variety of
sporting and fitness activities including water sports,
e.g. Stand Up Paddling, Kayaking, Sailing as well as Lawn
Bowls, Basketball, Cricket, Tennis, Softball, Boxing and Yoga.
This program helps to develop coordination, self-esteem and confidence,
socialisation, exercise, health and general wellbeing.

'METAL HEADS & MOTORS'

Learn to weld and grind, repair tools as
well as how to maintain a car engine,
how to check the oil and water, check
tyre pressure, change light bulbs and
spark plugs, check the radiator and refill the windscreen
wash bottle. You may also build a go cart, repair mowers,
blowers, whipper snippers and other small engines.
If you love all things machinery, tools and metalwork,
then this is the program for you!

'TECH CONNECT'
Learn new and exciting technology-based skills.
Spark your interest into the world of technology, develop
confidence around computers and a love for all the fun and
exciting things technology has brought into our world.
• Our IT program aims to enhance basic computing skills,
from writing an email to using basic software.
• We aim to implement practical lifestyle technology using their own IT equipment.
• We hope to assist in safe technology use, by encouraging safe
social media use and safe web browsing.
• Learn about all types of modern technology, including Drones, 3D printers,
cameras, building robots, animation, photography and much more.
8

OUR SERVICES

'FARMABILITY'
This new 12-week
educational farm animal
and environmental
program, teaches
members practical and
fun farm animal care and farm environment skills
and allows members to gain hands-on experience
with farm chores; environ-mental activities and
animal care practices including taking care of our
beloved pets, which improves the physical health
and wellbeing of our members and is designed to increase confidence and social
connections. All activities and facilities are accessible and suitable for all abilities.
This program is conducted in our many natural outdoor learning spaces at
‘Our Backyard', surrounded by nature and our many beautiful animals.

'OUR BIG DAY OUT'
Join us each Monday as we head out into
the community for a day of fun activities and
socialising. Whether it is ten pin bowling, a visit
to Kenilworth, a walk in the Noosa National Park,
Botanic Gardens, a boat trip on Noosa River, or
a visit to Australia Zoo, each week is an exciting
new adventure. Enjoy all that the Sunshine Coast
has to offer, enjoy getting out and about in our
beautiful natural environment and socialise
with friends along the way.

'COMMANDO
OUTDOOR EDUCATION'
Calling all outdoorsy,
adventure fans!
Our 'Commando Outdoor
Education' program aims
to enable people of
various abilities to enjoy the great outdoors with
confidence.  This program will include a diverse range of
outdoor activities including bushwalking, orienteering, kayaking, fishing and
camping, with challenges working towards achievement badges.
Participants will learn new skills as well as gain independence and
confidence in the great outdoors.
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OUR SERVICES

Supported Independent Living (SIL)
Have a dream to live independently
and be part of your community?
We can assist you to make the most
of your abilities and help you develop
your self-confidence and self-reliance
by providing you with the resources
and information to take control of
your life to live independently and feel
safe in your community.
Our team of professional, caring staff
will work with you and your family to  
identify what you want and need.
We will support you to reach your
goal of living independently and
with the transition into Supported
Independent Living (SIL), utilising
our experienced and professional
Support Workers to ensure a
seamless transition.
We manage the property, help
match up suitable tenants and provide caring and
experienced support staff, 24 hours a day, 7 days per week, to assist you with
your personal hygiene and grooming, accessing community services and your
daily living needs.  
We will encourage you to learn new life skills and develop new friendships.

SUPPORT COORDINATION
Support Coordination is an NDIS service designed to assist you to get the most
out of your NDIS funding package. Our experienced team at Sunshine Butterflies
will work together with you to explore what options are open to you and
recommend where and how you can access the supports in your local community,
that you need to access to achieve your goals.
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OUR SERVICES

Community Supports
SOCIAL OUTINGS &
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
At Sunshine Butterflies, we can assist
with your Assistance with Social and
Community Participation.
Enjoy climbing a mountain, shopping,
bushwalking, fishing or participating
in your favourite sporting activities,
with our professional and caring
Support Workers at your side.
Enjoy all your favourite activities and
hobbies with the confidence of
knowing that you are supported.

It's all about you!
Looking for something else just for you?
If you are interested in doing any of our
activities or programs one-one-one,
or on a day that suits you, then please
contact us, and we can arrange a
Support Worker to assist you.
If there is an activity that you
wish to do, that we don't offer,
we can work with you
to make it happen!
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OUR SERVICES

Other Programs and Services
'SOCIAL SIBS'
Siblings of children with a disability experience a
range of emotional reactions, both positive and
negative, which is why we have created a club
exclusively for brothers and sisters of children who
have special needs. Our ‘Social Sibs Club’ provides
a social and recreational club to give siblings an
opportunity to meet other siblings with similar
circumstances in a fun, safe, casual and friendly
environment. ‘Social Sibs Club’ meets monthly.

'SOCIAL SATURDAYS'
This program offers supported recreation and
leisure activities within the Sunshine Coast and
beyond, including: Tourist attractions, events,
bands, concerts, parks, picnics, bonfires, fishing,
boating, BBQ’s, cafes, lunches and dinners, just to
name a few. Give us your great suggestions!
Please call us on 5470 2830 for more
information on upcoming activities and dates

THERAPEUTIC ANIMAL
ENRICHMENT SESSIONS
Our wonderful menagerie of farm animals,
including 2 miniature ponies, a donkey, a goat,
several sheep, dogs, chickens, guinea fowl,
ducks, peacocks and aviaries of budgies and
cockatiels are used to deliver our Therapeutic
Animal Enrichment Sessions. These 1 hour
individual sessions learning about the care that
the animals require, can prove to be therapeutic
for those suffering from anxiety, depression
and nervous conditions and help improve social
engagement, self-esteem and self-efficacy.
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OUR SERVICES

Therapeutic Services
At Sunshine Butterflies we offer a range of professional Therapeutic Services
for those living with a disability, delivered by our highly experienced industry
professionals, at our hub ‘Our Backyard’, a unique 5 acre one-stop-shop for
disability services.
Our professional Therapy team use a range of innovative techniques in
combination with our specialised equipment, unique venue, beautiful grounds
and our friendly therapy animals, to provide the best outcomes for our members.
We strive to improve the lives of our members, to make them
healthier, happier, giving them the confidence to thrive!
•

CYCLOID VIBRATION THERAPY

•

POWER PLATE VIBRATION THERAPY

•

EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY,
& MOVEMENT THERAPIES

•

WELLBEING COACHING

•

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITION

•

FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENT THERAPY

•

YOGA PRACTICE & MOVEMENT THERAPY

•

AQUA THERAPY

•

THERAPEUTIC ANIMAL ENRICHMENT SESSIONS

•

PAEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY

•

SPEECH THERAPY

•

PSYCHOLOGY

•

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Feel better,
Move better,
Live better!
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EVENTS & FUNDRAISING

Community Events
Throughout the year we organise and
host a number of events, in conjunction
with local community groups and local
businesses such as our Special Triathlon,
our annual Sunshine Butterfly Day, the
Cooroy Rotary Mountain Spring Festival,
Morning Teas, Networking events and
Disability Action Week festivities.
We also host regular mum and bubs
Playgroups, Mini Maestro's children's music classes, plus we welcome groups
from early learning centres and schools as well as host our beloved annual
Christmas Party for our members and their families. These community events
assist us to raise awareness and much needed funds for Sunshine Butterflies,
to help us improve the lives of those living with a disability.
If you or your organisation, or business, would like to be a part of one of our
special events, please contact our Events team on 07 5470 2830.

Community Workshops
We now host a number of informative
Community Workshops throughout the year,
focussed on sustainability and environmental
education.
We invite the public to visit our beautiful
grounds at 'Our Backyard' and learn about
specific topics, such as an introduction to bees,
worm farming, composting, native plants and
flowers, growing herbs, edible plants and much
more.
If you are interested
in finding out more
about our community
workshops, or hosting
your own workshop
here, please contact
us on 5470 2830
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PRIVATE FUNCTIONS & VENUE HIRE

Hire our facility for your next
private function or event!
Hire our beautiful grounds at 'Our Backyard'
for your next event, or private function.
Our unique 5-acre property offers a number
of beautiful natural spaces that make the
perfect venue for functions and events.
Whether it's a party 'on the green', an
intimate wedding, a special birthday party,
a corporate event, a networking night, an
artistic performance or a fund-raising event,
our beautifully landscaped gardens and lush
green lawns provide the perfect backdrop
for your special occasion.
Bring in your own food trucks, caterers
and entertainers, to create your own
unique event.
'Our Backyard' offers many fabulous
options.
Facilities include: a large outdoor stage,
an outdoor covered deck, a large rustic
shed, fully-accessible toilets, showers and
change rooms, an on-site cafe and bar.
Also available is our new, purpose-built,
air-conditioned Training and Education
Room (See page 17).

If you would like to book
our beautiful grounds to
host your own private
function or event, please
contact us on 5470 2830
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OTHER SERVICES & FACILITIES

Kid's Birthday Parties

Come and enjoy your Birthday with us where
you will get up close and personal with our
friendly animals and enjoy the native flora and
fauna, lush green lawns and accessible facilities.
Party guests will enjoy a tour of our farm,
meet and greet our animals and take part in
numerous games, activities and more!
Through this initiative, we hope to educate and
inspire children as well as create a fun farm
environment for them to interact and enjoy
the Noosa Countryside.

INCLUSIONS:
• 2 hours of farm-filled fun!
• Meet and greet our furry and
feathered farm animals including our
Donkey, Goats, Miniature Ponies,
Chickens, Peacocks, Cows, Ducks and
Sheep!
• Complete farm-themed party table,
drink station and decorations, already
setup and ready to go for you!
•

Farm games and activities on our
lovely green lawn

• Full access to the Playground and Treehouse
• Option to bring your own food and cake or we can
provide food for you, at an additional cost
• A party host to set up, pack down,
take you on a farm tour and assist with
games and activities at the party
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All proceeds are donated to
Sunshine Butterflies disability
charity, supporting people living
with disabilities and their families.

OTHER SERVICES & FACILITIES

Training & Education Room
Located on Sunshine Butterflies fully accessible
5 acre facility which boasts beautiful green lawns
and native gardens. The ideal space for training
sessions, networking events, team building,
boardroom meetings, AGM’s, workshops and
more!
INCLUDED:
Printing and scanning, Tea and coffee station,
option to order catering, Free guest WiFi,
Disability Accessible parking and accessible
amenities
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS:
• 130 inch Projector Screen with built in
Google Assistant and Chrome Cast and
all computer inputs easy to use in well-lit
room, complete with block out blinds
• 55 inch Smart TV for more intimate
groups with Google Assistant and
Chrome Cast built-in
• 5 whiteboards for group workshops/
small groups
• Air conditioning and ceiling fans
• Presenter's lectern
• Secure and lockable room
• Flexible layout arrangements
(ie. Classroom-style, Theatre-style,
Boardroom-style, U-Shape etc)
• Option to have a well-lit room with natural light or make use of the
tinted windows and blackout blinds for privacy
• Outdoor area with seating for refreshments
• Capacity: Up to 40 delegates (depending on configuration)
• Size: Floor area 54m2
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

Animal Sponsorship
Sponsor a farm animal at ‘Our Backyard’ to help
us with their care costs such as their food, vet
costs, straw and other associated costs to keep
them safe and protected. Sponsoring one of
our animals will allow our animal care program
to enhance the lives of our members with a
disability.
You can sponsor any of our
furry and feathered friends at ‘Our Backyard’,
whether it be a chicken, goat, donkey or cow!
Alternatively you may like to make a one-off
donation to ‘Our Backyard’.
We rely heavily on the generosity of
businesses and individuals to provide support
and fund-raising to the essential programs
and services we deliver.
All sponsors will receive a sponsorship
certificate and an invitation to our annual
sponsor day where you can see the great
work we do.
If you would like to sponsor one of
our beautiful animals at ‘Our Backyard’,
please contact us on 5470 2830
or visit the Animal Sponsorship
page on our website
www.sunshinebutterflies.com.au/
sponsor-an-animal
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

Sponsorships & Partnerships
Sunshine Butterflies is a registered charity
and not-for-profit organisation, founded to
support and improve the lives of people with
disabilities and their families.
With your support we can continue to provide
and develop programs, projects and services
to children, youth and young adults living with
disabilities, as well support to their families.
By offering corporations, businesses and
individuals the opportunity to build mutually
beneficial partnerships, we are able to work
together to really make a difference.
This may include:
•

Major and Minor Sponsorships

•

Donations of goods or in-kind services

•

Cause and Project Marketing

•

Planned or Workplace
Giving Programs

•

Event Sponsorship

•

Program Sponsorship

•

Animal Sponsorship

•

Crowd-funding Initiatives

•

General Donations

If you'd like to discuss
sponsorship options
with us please contact
us on 5470 2830
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HOW WE CAN HELP

Personal Fundraising
Our online ‘Personal Fundraising’ initiative has been developed to assist families,
individuals to raise funds for specialised equipment and aids, intensive therapy,
medical and pharmaceutical requirements, respite and nursing assistance, home
and vehicle modifications, sport and recreation funding as well as many other
areas of support.
Let us take the stress out of fundraising for you!

How Personal Fundraising can help you:
• Members are able to raise the funds needed to achieve their goals by
using the security of a registered charity with deductible gift endorsement.
• Sunshine Butterflies can help you to create your own online personal
fundraising page and we will maintain it for you.
• You can send your page link to friends, family and colleagues who can
read your story, make a donation and leave a personalised message.
• ‘Personal Fundraising’ allows
prospective donors to give
directly to an appeal of their choice.
• Creating a personal fundraising
page is quick, easy and most
importantly, secure.
• We manage the funds for you,
via a professionally audited
bank account.
To find out more information
about personal fundraising,
please contact us on 5470 2830
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SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

Sunshine Gardens
‘Sunshine Gardens Maintenance & Landscaping’ was established
to provide an income stream to cover the day-to-day running
costs at Sunshine Butterflies. Our qualified and experienced
staff to meet all your garden maintenance, horticulture and
landscape requirements. We provide professional Landscape
Design and Construction, Residential and Commercial Garden
and Lawn Maintenance and Pandanus Management services.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & LANDSCAPING
Combining their extensive knowledge of horticulture and functional landscape design,
the Sunshine Gardens team can provide: Garden lighting, design and installation.

INTEGRATED PANDANUS MANAGEMENT
One of the Sunshine Coast’s most iconic plants, the coastal Pandanus tree is under
threat from dieback caused by a combination of crown rot fungus and infestation
from the Pandanus plant hopper Lamella australiae, scale and mealybug.
Sunshine Gardens provide treatment, maintenance and ongoing management to
bring your Pandanus back to life.  Sunshine Gardens gives back 100% of all profits to
support Sunshine Butterflies, a not-for-profit disability support
service and registered charity, that strives to help improve
all areas in the lives of people with disabilities, supporting
individuals and families.
Choose Sunshine Gardens and you’ll be helping make a positive
difference in the lives of people living with disabilities.

For more information contact us on 5470 2830
or visit www.sunshinegardens.com.au

21

ABOUT US

A new home ‘OUR BACKYARD’
a 5 ACRE community facility

9

VEHICLES
to transport
our members

97
DEDICATED &
EXPERIENCED

STAFF

A family of furry, feathered and fluffy THERAPY ANIMALS
A unique
range of
incredible
LIFE-CHANGING
PROGRAMS,
SUPPORTS
& THERAPIES

ACCESSIBLE

LEARNING

CAFÉ

4

3

SUPPORTED
INDEPENDENT
LIVING

HOMES

Members
involved in
EMPLOYMENT
& VOLUNTEER
activities at Sunshine
Butterflies
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NOTES
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES,
PLEASE CONTACT US:

admin@sunshinebutterflies.com.au

Phone: (07) 5470 2830
Our Backyard: 468 McKinnon Drive, Cooroibah 4565

www.sunshinebutterflies.com.au
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